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Article 1- Organization

Section 1- The name of the organization shall be known as the “Girls Catholic High School Softball League.” (GCHSSL)

Section 2- The GCHSSL will be governed by the by-laws of the GCHSAA and the by-laws of the GCHSSL.

Section 3- All rules and by-laws will be in effect for both varsity and junior varsity softball teams.

Section 4- Junior varsity teams will use the same rules which govern varsity teams.  However, special junior varsity rules will be noted in the GCHSSL by-laws.

Section 5 – All new rule changes will pertain to both varsity and junior varsity teams unless they are covered in the special junior varsity section.

Article 2- Legislation

Section 1- The legislative body of the league shall consist of the varsity coaches from each participating school.  In the event that a school is represented only by a junior varsity team, the junior varsity coach shall represent the school.  Each member school shall have one vote.  They shall address themselves to all matters concerning the league.

Section 2- Amendments to the by-laws will require a majority vote of a quorum present at a regular league meeting.

Section 3- New legislation becomes effective immediately unless noted otherwise.

Article 3- Membership

Section 1- membership will be open to all Catholic secondary schools in the Diocese of Brooklyn where girls are enrolled.

Section 2- Application for membership in the GCHSSL must be received by the league chairperson prior to the fall meeting of the league.  This must be done in order to qualify for play in the spring.

Section 3- All teams will be considered for membership at the varsity level only.  However, teams may be permitted to join at the junior varsity level based on a vote of the member schools.

Section 4- A majority vote of quorum of member schools at a league meeting is necessary for acceptance into the GCHSSL for any varsity or junior varsity team.

Section 5- If a varsity team decides to drop down to the junior varsity level, it can only be done with the approval of a majority vote of quorum of member schools.  If that team wishes to return to varsity play, it must be approved by a majority vote of quorum of member schools.

Article 4- Meetings

Section 1- Meetings will be held twice a year: once in the fall semester and once in the spring semester.

Section 2- Meetings will be called by the league chairperson.

Section 3- A quorum shall consist of one more that half the number of participating schools.

Section 4- No voting will take place without a quorum.

Section 5- No absentee ballots will be permitted.

Section 6- An official representative of each school must be present in order to vote.

Section 7- Schools not represented who do not notify the chairperson in advance of the meeting, are subject to a $25.00 fine.

Article 5- Rosters

Section 1- Each team will submit a roster to the chairperson which includes:

a) player’s name

b) player’s uniform number

c) player’s date of birth

d) player’s grade

e) player’s address

Section 2- Each player participating on the varsity or junior varsity level must be listed on the team roster.  The roster must be submitted to the chairperson before the first league game.  Failure to comply with this rule will result in the forfeit of all league games until the roster is submitted.  If any additions are to be made to the roster during the season, the coach must contact the chairperson by phone or fax.  Such notification must be followed in writing.  If a player participates without this process taking place, all such games will be forfeited.

Section 3- A player can move up to the varsity level from the junior varsity level but can not move down to the junior varsity level once she has been placed on a varsity roster.  She must be designated as a varsity player for the remainder of her high school career.

This also applies to transfer students.  A player who participates in a junior varsity playoff may not participate in a varsity playoff during the same season.

Article 6- Fees

Section 1- Each team will pay the game officials an equal amount of money as determined by the current officials’ contract.

Section 2- Teams will pay the umpire(s) at or prior to the start of the game.

Section 3- Once a game begins and is stopped for any reason, the umpire(s) will receive a full fee.

Section 4- If only one umpire shows up for a varsity game, the fee will be a fee and a half, paid equally by both teams.

Section 5- If a game is forfeited before the game starts, the forfeiting team will pay all fees.

Section 6- Coaches should not pay any fees until they are sure the game is going to be played.

Section 7- Travel fees determined by contract will be paid if officials are called back to finish a game which was suspended.

 Section 8- At all regular season games, umpires will be paid on the field unless a school has made other arrangements.

Section 9- At all playoff games, except for the Diocesan Championship, umpires will be paid on the field.

Section 10- For the Diocesan Championship game, all state and city playoff games, Metro-Bowl, and senior exceptional game, the league will pay all umpire fees.

Section 11- If a game is canceled due to weather or some other circumstances after 1:00P.M. and the umpires are not notified before they arrive at the field, the umpires will receive a travel fee as determined by contract.   

Article 7- Equipment

Section 1- The official ball for all league sanctioned games is the Dudley SB12LRFYFP. Teams wishing to use a different ball of the same consistency must submit it to the league for approval.

Section 2-The home team is responsible for setting up the field.  A safety base will be used.

Section 3- If a field with lights is used, the lights can only be turned on at the direction of the umpire.

Section 4-No player is permitted to wear metal cleats.  Rubber cleats or rubber soled shoes are permitted.

Section 5- All batters, base runners, and roster players coaching on the bases must wear a double flap batting helmet (with chin straps and face mask).

Sections 6- All catchers must wear a catcher’s helmet, throat protector, body protector, and shin guards.  Any player warming up a pitcher must wear a catcher’s helmet, mask, and, chest, and throat protector.

Article 8- Competition

Section 1- The league will use the official ASA rule book for any item not specifically covered in these by-laws.

Section 2- There will be no smoking on the field by any participant.

Section 3- All league games will start at 3:45 P.M.  Home team is responsible for having field set up on time.

Section 4- A team arriving at the field after 3:45 P.M. must be permitted to take at least five minutes of infield practice.

Section 5- If a coach is ejected there must be a member of the school staff present to replace the coach in a supervisory capacity or the game will be forfeited.

Section 6- No batting practice is to be taken prior to the game after the opposing team arrives.  This includes any activity that involves batting; such as soft toss, corn kernel hitting, tee ball, etc.

Section 7- The league will follow the sports standards set by the New York State Catholic High Schools Athletic Association.

Section 8- The league will be comprised of as many divisions as needed.

Section 9- The home team should have first aid supplies available.

Section 10- The home team should arrive early and take infield practice before the visiting team arrives.  The visiting team should take infield practice as soon as they arrive.   The home team should complete their warm-ups once the visiting team is ready to warm-up and not have another turn to warm-up. 

Section 11- All games are to be played to completion unless losing coach decides to concede.  Once a game has begun and is suspended for any reason, the game must be resumed from the exact moment at which it was suspended.  The game should be completed on the first mutual open date for the teams.  The game may be completed at a different field.  The game must be completed before the two teams meet again.  If there is no open date before the next regularly scheduled game with each other, the first game will be completed before the start of the second game.

Section 12- If there is a difference of 12 runs or more after the losing team has batted five times, the game is over.  Any time a 12 run difference occurs after the fifth inning, the game shall be stopped at that point (as long as the home team has batted).

Section 13- Tie Breaker System- At the end of the regular season, all ties will be resolved in the following manner:

A. Two Teams tied:

1- Head to head competition

2- One game playoff

B. Three teams tied:

1- Head to head competition (won-loss record involving the other two teams)

2- If still tied, pick from hat for bye.

3- The remaining teams play each other.

4- Winner of that game plays the bye team.

Section 14- Blood Rule- If a player is bleeding or if a player’s uniform is saturated with blood, the player must be removed from the game.  This player may not re-enter until the bleeding has stopped or, in the case of a saturated uniform, has changed the uniform or had the uniform cleaned.

Section 15- Any coach or player who is ejected for any reason will be suspended for two games.  

Section 16- Runners for the pitcher and catcher will be allowed.  The same runner can not be used for both positions during the entire game.  Players who have participated in the game in any other capacity are ineligible as courtesy runners.  You must fill out this information on the line-up card or these players will be considered as substitutes. 

Your courtesy runners must be listed on your line-up sheet before the start of the game.
Article 9- Scheduling
Section 1- A schedule for all participating schools will be drawn up at the fall meeting.  Also at that time a termination date by which all league games must be completed will be set.

Section 2- Schedules may be adjusted prior to the season by the mutual consent of the schools involved.

Section 3- All member schools must complete their schedules.

Section 4- No team may be required to play more that four games during a school week unless necessary for the completion of their league schedule by the established termination date.

Section 5- No team may be required to play on a weekend unless necessary for the completion of their league schedule by the established termination date.

Section 6- The chairperson and umpires association must be notified of any schedule changes during the season.

Section 7- The winning team is responsible for calling in results to the chairperson.

Section 8- Home coach is responsible to notify opposing coach and umpire association before 1:00P.M. of a weather cancellation.

Section 9- League games take precedence over non-league games.

Section 10- Makeup games must be completed before the teams meet again unless permission is received from the chairperson.

Section 11- Failure to make up a postponed game in the allotted time frame will result is a forfeit.

Section 12- League schedules, once agreed upon, are considered to have the force of contract and are to have priority over non-league or private arrangements.

Section 13- If teams can not agree on a date for a rescheduled game, the chairperson will set the date.  If either team refuses to play on that date, a forfeit will be declared.

Section 14- Teams are not required to play on any of the following dates:

            a) Good Friday

            b) Ring Ceremony

            c) Junior or Senior Prom

            d) Graduation Mass

            e) Graduation Ceremony

Section 15- All league games must be completed before the scheduled playoff dates.

Section 16- All member schools which qualify are bound to participate in all league sponsored playoffs.

Section 17- All league playoff games must be completed prior to the NYS semi-finals.

Article 10- Umpires

Section 1- The league will be serviced by contract only.

Section 2- Replacing umpires for league games is the sole responsibility of the umpire-in-chief.

Section 3- The league will listen to any contract offer from any organization which desires to service the league.

Section 4- All contracts must be approved by a majority of the quorum of member schools.

Section 5- Contracts will be for a period of two years.

Section 6- All scrimmages, pre-season, non-league, league, and post-season games where a league team is the home or host, will be serviced by the contracted umpires association.

Section 7- All varsity games will be assigned two umpires and all junior varsity games one umpire during the league season.

Section 8- Umpires must remain at league games until completion.  Any umpire who leaves before the completion of a game shall return the fee.

Section 9-The umpire-in-chief will furnish to each team a schedule of umpire assignments prior to the start of the season.

Section 10- The umpire-in-chief shall submit to all teams a list of umpires and phone numbers.

Section 11- Umpires must accept any protest.

Section 12- Umpires who arrive late will have their fees adjusted by the umpire-in-chief.

Section 13- If only one umpire shows up for a varsity game and both coaches agree to play, the results will be considered final.

Article 11- Protests
Section 1- Only a principal, or in their absence, an acting principal, may enter a written protest.

Section 2- A protest, based on anything but the eligibility of an athlete, must be submitted in writing to the chairperson and be postmarked within 72 hours of the completion of the game.

Section 3- The protest is ruled on by a committee made up of varsity coaches, except where eligibility is the basis of the protest.

Section 4- The protest committee is considered the final voice.

Section 5- Eligibility protests will be forwarded to the president of the GCHSAA.

Section 6- Protests by Brooklyn teams will be ruled on by Queens coaches and vice versa.  If his/her team is involved in the protest, another coach will be asked to serve. 

Section 7- All protests must be accompanied by a $25.00 fee.  If the protest is won, this fee will be returned.

Section 8- Any protest must be made before a following pitch is thrown.  The coach making the protest should have the umpire sign both scorebooks at the time of the protest.

Section 9- Any protest at a playoff game will be decided immediately.

Article 12- Post-Season
Preliminary Round
1) Brooklyn 1 vs. Queens 4

2) Brooklyn 2 vs. Queens 3

3) Brooklyn 3 vs. Queens 2

4) Brooklyn 4 vs. Queens 1

These games will be played at the home field of the higher seed.

Semi-Finals

5) Winner #1 vs. Winner #3

6) Winner #2 vs. Winner #4

If possible, these games will be played at the same site.  If not possible, these games will be played at the home field of the higher seed.

Diocesan Championship

Played at a neutral site alternating each year between Brooklyn and Queens.

City Championship 
Brooklyn Diocesan Champion vs. NY Archdiocesan Championship

NY State Semi-Finals and Championship

Metro Bowl
GCHSAA Champion vs. PSAL Champion

Senior Exceptional Game
GCHSAA vs. PSAL

     GCHSAA team is to be coached by the losing coach in the city championship game.

Article 13- Junior Varsity

Section 1- Junior Varsity schedules will be made by the deputy chairperson in charge of the junior varsity.

Section 2- Junior Varsity rules must be approved by the entire league and come under the jurisdiction of the entire league.

Section 3- The playoff schedule will be based upon a cross-over similar to the Varsity division.  All teams will be involved in a playoff division.  The top four teams in Brooklyn and Queens will be in the “A” playoffs.  The remaining four teams will be involved in a “B” playoff.

Section 4- Junior Varsity “A” playoffs will culminate in a city championship game against the champion of the NY Archdiocese.

Section 5-   Junior Varsity games can use an EH or DP.  This must be discussed by both coaches and the umpire before the game begins.

